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The Role of Knowledge Integration in Addressing Contemporary Challenges:
Environmental Sustainability and the Case of Oil-Producing Arab Countries - A
Strategic Maqgasid Approach

Ahmed al-Madani Laklimi

Mohamed Bin Zayed University for Humanities, UAE

Sterling Denmark Jensen
Mohamed Bin Zayed University for Humanities, UAE

Abstract

Islamic studies in the Arab world suffers from an inability to keep pace with scientific developments.
The archaic nature of its methods and approaches makes it isolated from contemporary reality. In a
globalized world with increasing interconnectivity between people and societies, knowledge and
sciences have contributed to social, economic and technological progress and play a central role in
addressing society’s challenges based on empirical evidence. In this context this paper addresses one
of the most important challenges facing Arab countries with oil economies: the inconsistency
between economic security and environmental sustainability. The reality is Arab states rank as the top
polluters per capita in the world. Being top polluters confronts Muslims in these countries with a
dilemma: religious expectations and economic necessities, which are embedded in two disciplines of
the humanities: Islamic studies and economics. This paper argues that the study of values, which is
the science of magasid al-sharia, provides space for developing theoretical approaches to better
balance the equally desirable objectives of economic security and environmental sustainability. Using
both economic and Islamic studies frameworks, the paper addresses religious and ethical approaches
to the dilemma facing Arab oil producing countries, being supporting global efforts for environmental
sustainability while at the same time protecting economic security.
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The Qur’an and Its Exegesis
Bassem Jemal
Professor, College of Islamic Studies, Mohamed Bin Zayed University for Humanities, UAE

Abstract

This article presents a critical understanding of the relationship between the Qur’an and its exegesis,
i.e. the relationship between the holy text and approaches to understanding it. The article is arranged
into three sections. The first section outlines the most important features of traditional interpretation
in Islamic thought (distinguishing between exegesis and interpretation, interpretation from a
philosophical perspective, methods of use of meaning by the Qur’anic interpreters, linkages between
interpreter and reader through Qurianic exegesis). The second section discusses new hermeneutic
perspectives in Quranic interpretation (the most important turns of the history of interpretation in
Western philosophical thought, the function of interpretation, the relationship between interpretation
and understanding, the characteristics of meaning from the perspective of hermeneutics). The third
and final section proposes new horizons for Qur’anic interpretation (relative Quranic meanings,
interpretation as an act of reading that seeks the purpose of the religious text, the effectiveness of
interpretation in the context of the microscopic reading of a verse or of a Qur'anic passage). In its
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conclusion, the article emphasizes that there is no final or complete interpretation of the Qur’an, and
that new methods may constantly be developed.
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The Image of Christ in Islamic Heritage
Khaled Mohamed Abdou
University De Sevilla; Director of Tawasin Centre of Sufism and Islamics, Seville, Spain

Abstract
This article presents a re-reading of the life and lessons provided by Jesus and his mother, Mary, as
discussed in the Islamic tradition. Scholars of mysticism (Sufism) from across the historical spectrum
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viewed these two figures as pivotal to the mystical experience. For example, Mary is depicted as
"chosen" by God and having lived a life full of miracles that guided humanity. Regarding Jesus, mystic
authors followed the example of the Prophet Muhammad and saw in him the exemplification of a
model that every Sufi can emulate. When approaching Christian narratives about Jesus and Mary, Sufi
scholars viewed Christian thought differently than their coreligionists, namely philosophers. Through
a presentation of mystical works and poetry (in both Arabic and Persian), the article argues that an in-
depth understanding of the impact Jesus and Mary had on the development of Islamic thought is
beneficial in the current age, where extremism and misunderstanding prevail. Reading these sources,
which place Jesus as a “martyr of the Divine Love,” is critical to combat unfavorable views of
Christianity and will contribute to the establishment of a humanist rhetoric of peace.
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The Science of Comparative Religion: Promises for Change and
Impediments to Achievement

Nizar Smida
College of Islamic Studies, Mohamed Bin Zayed University for Humanities, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Abstract

The field of religious studies represents one of the most important social sciences, occupying a
distinguished position in the contemporary cognitive space that engages the relationship between
religion and religiosity, as well as rationalizing religious behavior and liberating it from the remnants
of violence and extremism. Seen more broadly, the field of religious studies encourages believers to
simultaneously satisfy the need for religiosity and promote a positive relationship with society.
However, all these promises collide with obstacles that limit researchers' intentions and weaken their
research's effectiveness in this field, particularly in Arab and Islamic contexts. This article seeks to
discover the role of religious studies in the search for solutions to the clash between followers of
various world religions. How can religious studies contribute to establishing a basis of agreement and
harmony that makes the religious experience a foundation for tolerance and support for the universal
and the common? What are the most prominent obstacles that stand in the way of this project
adopted by scholars of comparative religions? The article uses several methodological approaches to
dismantle this problem and advance a solution, relying on the historical, comparative, inductive, and
contextual methods as mechanisms that enable us to identify the features of the contribution of the
social and human sciences—through the example of comparative religion—in producing a new
approach whose goal is to achieve eternal peace and the cessation of violence.

One Classroom, Different Perspectives: Promoting Mutual Understanding
between “Secular” and “Religious” Students of Islamic Studies in Russia

and the United States

Alexander Knysh

Department of Middle East Studies, University of Michigan, MI, USA; Saint Petersburg State
University, Russian Federation

Abstract

The article discusses the results from several co-taught courses in Islamic studies shared as a virtual
exchange between the University of Michigan (U-M), USA, and Saint Petersburg State University
(SPbU), Russian Federation. These courses were designed and taught to expand the range of
perspectives to which students were exposed and allow them to learn how their study subject is
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conceptualized and studied by their peers in the partner country. The SPbU student cohort included
graduates of Islamic religious colleges from different regions of the Russian Federation who shared the
classroom with “secular” university students specializing in Islamic studies. The U-M cohort included
students of various religious, ethnic, and academic backgrounds. In addition to weekly online
meetings, the international teams met virtually outside class to prepare questions for weekly
synchronous discussions and to work on a group presentation to be delivered at the end of the
semester.
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