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Abstract

Biolinguistics studies language as a cognitive system with a biological system where
genetic endowment plays a primary role in the language development of humans.
What justifies the study of language from this angle of the intermediary space between
linguistics and biology is the astonishing speed of children language acquisition, occur-
ring effortlessly and spontaneously. It is a phenomenon that biolinguistics explains as
a pre-existing biological readiness termed “Universal Grammar” (UG) and composed
of fundamental principles common to human languages and stored in the human
mind. Over more, it includes limited set of choices that lead to linguistic variation.
Throughout the acquisition period, children select a set of parameters that are com-
patible with their linguistic experience. Before establishing these parameters, how-
ever, it is noted that a child, particularly between the ages of two and three, constructs
sentences and phrases that appear to an adult speaker “ungrammatical”. Notably, in
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their second and third years, children generate non-structural sentences, employing
innate principles with diverse variations. This phenomenon will be elucidated through
a study on a Tunisian child’s acquisition of Arabic through an experimental study of
agreement and long-distance wh-question in light of UG theory. This latter holds that
the linguistic capabilities and their representations remain available to the child at
all times during the first acquisition stage, unaffected by changes and akin to adult
speaker grammatical abilities. The aim of this empirical evidence is to substantiate the
validity of the innateness thesis in linguistic acquisition.

Keywords

linguistic acquisition — universal grammar — agreement — long distance wH-question —
Tunisian Arabic
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Vigilance Mechanism in Interpretation: How to
Avoid Misunderstanding

Ahmed Berrissoul
Institute of Arabization Studies and Research, Mohammed V University,
Rabat, Morocco

ah.berrissoul@gmail.com

Abstract

The human mind possesses vigilance mechanisms that safeguard individuals against
deception and misleading information. These mechanisms establish a framework for
assessing the reliability of the sender (speaker) and the credibility of the information
being conveyed. Additionally, vigilance mechanisms include specialized mechanisms
that protect the recipient (listener) from interpretive errors that could lead to a break-
down in comprehension or misunderstanding. These mechanisms evaluate the rea-
sonableness and acceptability of the appropriate interpretive hypotheses.

We posit that understanding and acceptance are two parallel processes, akin to
mutual adaptation occurring alongside two distinct cognitive templates. However,
even with cognitive vigilance providing a localized or exclusive process for integrat-
ing assumptions related to the sender’s (speaker’s) knowledge, the process of under-
standing can still be susceptible to misdirection in casual circumstances. To mitigate
this issue, we propose the concept of “expanded space” for cognitive vigilance. This
expanded space goes beyond evaluating the credibility of interpretation and also
assesses the acceptability of interpretation, thereby directly influencing the under-
standing process. We assert that cognitive vigilance is imperative in overcoming or
preventing failures in understanding at both explicit and implicit levels of communi-
cation. Without it, the recipient (listener) may arrive at incorrect interpretations that
seem casually appropriate and mistakenly believe they were intentional.

Keywords

cognitive vigilance — interpretation — relevance — display — cognitive evaluation —
competence — guided understanding
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Conceptual Vital Relations between Projection and
Compression: a Study of the Cognitive Mechanisms
Generating Semantic Richness

Amira Ghénim | ORCID: 0009-0007-6302-1000
Faculty of Arts and Humanities, University of Sousse, Sousse, Tunisia
amiraghenim@hotmail fr

Abstract

This study employs the framework of Conceptual blending Theory, to explore the cog-
nitive processes that contribute to the emergence of semantic richness. By examining
a specific corpus, we aim to trace how meaning is constructed in the mind. We posit
that this construction is guided by fundamental principles, abstracted from our collec-
tive cultural experiences and enabled by our neurobiological systems. These principles
are embodied in a set of conceptual relations, often referred to as ‘vital relations’ in
Cognitive Linguistics, which are characterized by their generality, productivity, sche-
matic applicability, and flexibility to interact with one another. The analysis will focus
on the mind’s capacity for selective projection and compression, aiming to elucidate
their role in the emergence of meaning.

Keywords

network model — vital relation — mental spaces — selective projection — conceptual

blending — compression — emergent structure
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Count and Number in Gender: Quantitative
Behavior and the Role of Feminization

Adel Bahi | ORCID: 7828-7764-0001-0009
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University of Jendouba, Jendouba, Tunisia
adel.behi@gmail.com

Abstract

This article explores the conceptualization of count and the formulation of numbers
in relation to gender, as syntactically embodied in countable nouns, mass nouns, and
certain collective nouns. We have chosen to approach this topic within a comparative
applied framework, examining Standard Arabic in both its ancient and contemporary
uses, as well as its related dialects and other languages such as English, French, and
Greek. This choice is driven by our belief that the extraction of these levels of semantic
quantification is tied to the lexical (and conceptual) meaning of gender in nouns, a
notion that has been ontologically and philosophically developed by renowned lin-
guists in the field of Formal Semantics. To investigate this, we propose a bifurcated
approach: one path explores concepts that directly pertain to the essence of quantity,
such as partitive meaning, portion, and individuation; the other examines concepts
that operate in parallel and have been established in the grammatical structure, such
as feminization, dualization, and diminutization. These two paths allow us to present
a picture of the singular and the plural that is intrinsically linked to counting and num-
ber, while also considering the influence of the cultural environment on quantitative
computations.

Keywords

quantification — count — number — singular — plural
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Translanguaging as an Analytical Framework for
Social Interaction in Multilingual Discourse
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Abstract

This paper critically evaluates the potential of translanguaging as an analytical frame-
work for sociolinguistic interaction in an increasingly diverse linguistic and cultural
landscape. The initial section traces the historical development of this concept, high-
lighting key points of contention and ongoing debates within the field. Subsequently,
we discuss the theoretical ramifications of adopting translanguaging within multilin-
gual discourse studies. An exploration of diverse manifestations of translanguaging
practices is provided, emphasizing the creative and dynamic interplay between named
languages and multimodal semiotic resources. Within this framework, we propose a
concise definition of translanguaging, identifying its core characteristics such as
momentaneity, transience, and situated interaction. To facilitate nuanced understand-
ing of these practices, the paper examines pertinent analytical concepts and method-
ological frameworks associated with translanguaging research.

Keywords

translanguaging — linguistic repertoire — named languages — multilingualism -

code-switching
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